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MATERNITY WORLDWIDE PRESS RELEASE for immediate release

BRIGHTON RESIDENTS TAKE ON CYCLE THROUGH ETHIOPIA TO SAVE LIVES IN CHILDBIRTH 

Maternity Worldwide, Brighton

Thursday, October 23, 2008
ON OCTOBER 31ST 14 cyclists – including several Brighton residents – will set out on an epic Ethiopian adventure to raise much-needed funds for Brighton-based charity Maternity Worldwide. 

The participants will cycle for twelve days from the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa to Maternity Worldwide’s largest project in the Gimbie region. 

The volunteers will brave mountainous terrain to cover a distance of over 450km - the distance between Brighton and Manchester. 

Amongst the participants this year is Maternity Worldwide’s own chairman, consultant Dr Adrian Brown. 

Dr Brown has already raised £2680 through justgiving.com [correct at time of sending, please check justgiving.com/adrianethiopia].  These donations alone will allow Maternity Worldwide to fund 178 safe births in Ethiopia. 

1 in 7 Ethiopian women die in pregnancy or childbirth. 99% of all deaths in childbirth occur in developing countries and 80% of these could have easily been prevented using low-cost techniques which are taken for granted in UK births.  

Maternity Worldwide estimates that a completely safe birth can be funded for just £15.

QUOTES:

Dr Adrian Brown: “To have the opportunity to explore this beautiful country, whilst raising money for a cause I am passionate about, is something I am really excited about.”

[Previous participant in the Ethiopia Bike Ride Challenge] Natasha Curran: “It was so powerful seeing the effect that Maternity Worldwide is having on the families living in and around Gimbie. On just one morning visiting the maternity unit, I saw two women and their babies who would have died had they not had access to Caesarean sections for severely obstructed labours.”  

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MATERNITY WORLDWIDE: 

· Maternity Worldwide www.maternityworldwide.org (registered charity no 1111504) was set up in 2002 and is the result of combining the ambitions and frustrations of an initially small group of health professionals who share a great enthusiasm to improve obstetric care for women in developing countries. 

· Maternity Worldwide is making a difference by setting up Essential Obstetric Care Services with trained medical, midwifery and nursing staff to care for those most in need. Health promotion initiatives at the community level, such as the establishment of women’s groups are contribute towards addressing the underlying determinants of maternal mortality. 

· The preliminary projects of Maternity Worldwide are in Gimbie, Western Ethiopia. The charity has been asked by the regional government to run maternity services for a population of 2.5million. Together with running the maternity unit of a new hospital and providing outreach community education, a ‘Safe Birth Fund’ has been set up to help those least able to pay for care. We are developing a project in Gimbie in order to create a network of obstetric care services throughout the province of West Wollega. This will be based on the World Health Organisation’s Essential Obstetric Care Programme. 

· The success of the charity’s projects is dependent on its supporters and donors. With help Maternity Worldwide can prevent mothers dying needlessly in pregnancy. Support from both large/corporate donors and smaller donations from individuals are all welcome. Maternity Worldwide promises that all donations will be put to good use. Donations can be made by cheque payable to Maternity Worldwide and sent to Unit 9 Level 4 New England House, New England St, Brighton BN1 4GH. Alternatively, you can donate directly by credit or debit card via our website.

A range of high resolution images of the projects, women and babies are available to editors.

CONTACT DETAILS: 

Please contact Maternity Worldwide for any further information. 

Ass. Press Officer: Julia Kukiewicz

Unit 9 Level 4 New England House, New England Street, Brighton, BN1 4GH
Tel: +44 (0)1273 682241 Fax: +44 (0)1273 682241

info@maternityworldwide.org
Registered charity no. 1111504
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